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courteously. Professor Wright was in London at the time attending 
the Plague Commission meeting, but the assistant professor, Major D. 
Semple, who has been associated with him for some years, showed me 
through the laboratory. He also gave me much information about the 
plague, which no doubt will prove of much value to me should I come 
in contact with the same. He showed me the work they were doing in 
connection with the preventive inoculations for typhoid fever, which, 
while yet too early to give a positive opinion, it seems will fully realize 
the claims made for it. 

On arriving at Eome, Italy, it was learned that the consul-general, 
Mr. Hector de Castio, was too ill to be interviewed. This delayed me 
in that city several days, at the end of which time an interview was 
granted. I found him still confined to bed. He was much pleased that 
his recommendation was so near its fulfillment. He assured me that 
the representative of the Marine-Hospital Service should have every 
assistance that he could render, and that if any improvement could be 
suggested it would receive his full cooperation. 

On reporting at the office of the consul at Naples, Mr. Byington, he 
informs me that he is very glad to have me assume charge of the medical 
inspection part of his duties. 

In reference to the plague, I would say that all ships that arrive here 
from infected ports are held ten days, including the time spent at sea. 
Froin the inclosed newspaper clipping it may be seen that means have 
already been used to evade the quarantine* regulations. I have also 
learned of other means by which they are evaded. From what I can 
learn it seems that Brindisi is the point from which danger is to be 
most feared. There is a light emigration through that port from dis- 
tricts which are very near plague-infected places. It seems to be very 
difficult to get information here about Brindisi, and it may be necessary 
to visit that port. 

MEXICO. 

Report on the passenger-inspection service. 

City of Mexico, June 27, 1899. 
Sib : I have the honor to inform you that, in compliance with Bureau 
letter (J. W. B.) of June 16, 1899, 1 left El Paso on June 22 and arrived 
here on June 24. On account of the day of my arrival being a public 
holiday and the day following that being Sunday, I was informed by 
the vice-consul-general, consul-general being out of town, that nothing 
could be accomplished until 10 a. m. on the following Monday. Of the 
work done to the present date, I have to make the following report: 

INFORMATION OBTAINED EN EOTJTE. 

First. That passengers take false oaths at the border concerning the 
localities recently visited by them. 

Second. That passengers from Vera Cruz generally travel on round - 
trip tickets with side-route coupons. That these tickets are always 
purchased in the City of Mexico, and that passengers going to the 
United States on their return to Vera Cruz lose their identity with 
that place as soon as they reach the City of Mexico. For local passen- 
gers from Vera Cruz to the City of Mexico the rule is the same. 

Third. That passengers from Tampico as well as from Vera Cruz take 
the route across the border nearest to their destination, Laredo being 
the route taken by the largest number. 
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GENERAL CONDITIONS 

First. The presence of yellow fever in Vera Cruz, which is connected 
with the City of Mexico by the Interoceanic Eailway and the Mexican 
Eailway, both of which run from infected and infectible territory into 
noninfeetible territory, and neither of which sell coupon tickets beyond 
the City of Mexico. This latter fact causing an indifference on their 
part as to the establishment of an identification system which makes it 
necessary for us to suspect every passenger from Mexico until he pre- 
sents evidence of his not having been in an infected locality. So, for 
the identification plan about to be described, an imaginary line has been 
run from the City of Mexico through San Luis Potosi to the town of 
Monterey. 

Second. The presence of yellow fever at Tampico, which town is 
connected by the Mexican Central Eailway with the United States only 
through San Luis Potosi, and by the Monterey and Gulf Eailway with 
the United States only through Monterey, facts which still further 
demonstrate the importance, equal with that of the City of Mexico, of 
San Luis Potosi and Monterey as inspecting and disinfecting bases. 

Third. Eulroads operated under Mexican laws and supported by 
Mexican people, the laws having no provision against the indiscrim- 
inate movement of passengers from infected into infectible territory, 
and the people having no fear of the results of such movement. The 
railroads generally indifferent, and particularly so when the expense 
factor is introduced. 

Fourth. Eailroads willing to cooperate provided their expense is 
limited to the furnishing of identification slips and baggage labels. 

PLAN OP IDENTIFICATION. 

Forms A and B (vide exhibits Nos. 1 and 2) are now being printed 
by the Mexican Central, Mexican, Interoceanic, and Mexican National 
companies for use on their lines. From the text of Form B it will be 
seen that the form need not be printed by either the Mexican or Inter- 
oceanic companies. I hope to arrange with the International Company 
through their agent here. It will be necessary for me to make a trip 
to Monterey to arrange with the Monterey and Gulf Line and to establish 
an inspector there. I will visit San Luis Potosi at the same time, and 
establish my third inspector. 

INSPECTOES. 

Inspectors having been stationed at the cities of Mexico, San Luis 
Potosi, and Monterey, passengers are to be instructed through circulars, 
to be issued by the various lines and through the inclosed Forms A and 
B, to report to them to have their baggage disinfected and their deten- 
tion credit arranged, or to be inspected and passed as the case may be. 
The inspectors will label the baggage after inspection or disinfection. 
The baggage labels are in accordance with paragraph 10 of Article V of 
Quarantine Laws and Eegulations of the United States. Form B will 
make it possible for passengers with a safe status to go through unmo- 
lested, and at the same time prove a means of identification of passen- 
gers who have gone into the territory covered by them to evade inspec- 
tion. The system promises good results, but it will be necessary for me 
to be free to go and come in order to adjust the many difficulties which 
are sure to arise during its inauguration. I, therefore, respectfully 
recommend that you wire the authority to employ 3 inspectors. My 
80 



July7,18W 1070 

work has been greatly hampered by the short working hours here, 
which are one of the customs of the country. The plan of identification 
is to be further supplemented by a separate system which I hope to 
inaugurate with, the help of Dr. Hodgson at Vera Cruz. 

BE8ULTS OP WOBK TO DATE. 

First. Forms A and B in hands of printers at orders of Interoceanic, 
Mexican, Mexican Central, and Mexican National. The baggage tags 
are also being printed. 

Second. Interoceanic Express agrees to let us disinfect its suspected 
express packages at its own expense. 

Third. Interoceanic Line has asked me to superintend the disinfec- 
tion of its coaches to insure efficiency. 

Fourth. All of tho above-named lines will issue circulars concerning 
our work, to be posted in depots and cars. 

Fifth. I have called with the consul-general upon the ambassador of 
the United States to Mexico in Order to have these matters explained to 
the Mexican foreign office should the ambassador consider such action 
necessary.. Both the consul-general and the vice-consul-general have 
extended to me every courtesy and all the aid within their power, and 
my relations with everyone are most friendly and cordial. 

HEMAEKS. 

The certification system described above will not be put in effect for 
at least ten days, as the railroad managers say that it will take that time 
to have the slips printed and distributed. I will send to the Mexican 
border sample slips, tags, seals, signatures, etc. I will report to you 
every week, as directed. 

Eespectfully, yours, S. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. fi. Marine-Hospital Service. 

[Exhibit No. 1.] 

FOEM A. 
Tit ticket agents: 

Every ticket to any locality in the United States from the City of Mexico, San Luis 
Potosi, or Monterey, or from any locality south or east of the above-named cities, must 
have this slip attached thereto and properly filled out by the agent selling it. 

By order of 

, General Manager Railroad. 



To conductors: 

Report to the United States sanitary officer the holders of tickets not haying this 
slip tha^they may be provided with them. 
By order of 



General Manager Railroad. 
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[lo be filled out by agents.'] 



Name 

Date of departure . 
Place of departure . 
Destination 



("El Paso? 
Via : ■] Laredo? [Punch intended route.] 

(.Eagle Pass? 



Agent Railroad. 



Detention or stop-over credit 

DAY TO 1899. 



United States sanitary officer or vice-consul United States. 



Baggage disinfected. 

Baggage not disinfected. 

Passed without detention or disinfection. 



Inspecting Officer, IT. 8. M. H. 8. 

Inspected at 

1899. 

To passengers for United States : 

Baggage will be examined, passed, and disinfected and labeled at the City of Mex- 
ico, San Luis'Potosi, or Monterey, respectively. Labels not valid unless bearing the 

consular or medical officers' stamp or seal. 

L. E. Cofer, 

S. and S. Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

[Exhibit No. 2.] 

Form B. 
To ticket agents: 

Every ticket to any locality in the United States from points north and west of the 
City of Mexico, San Luis Potosi, or Monterey shall have this slip attached thereto and 
properly filled out by the agent selling it. 
By order of 



General Manager Railroad. 
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To conductors: 

Report to the United States sanitary officers the holders of tickets not having this 
slip, that they may be provided with them. 



General Manager Railroad. 



[To be filled out by agents.'] 



Name 

Date of departure. . 
Place of departure. 
Destination 



Length of time passenger has lived at place of departure to date days. 

( El Paso? 
Via : -J Laredo? 

(Eagle Pass? 



Agent Railroad. 



Detention or stop-over credit , days to 1899. 



Vice-Consul, United States. 



To passengers for United States : 

Baggage will be examined, passed, or disinfected at Mexican-Texas frontier, but it is 
advised that the ten days' detention will be enforced unless absolute proof is given 
that no infected locality has been visited. 

L. E. Cofee, 
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 



MEMORANDUM. 

First. These slips will be printed by every railroad and will have the appearance of ticket 
coupons. 

Second. Form B provides for detours. 

Third. The brunt of our work will be done between Mexico and Vera Crux, but these slips will 
enable us to identify passengers from Hodgson's lists. 

Acting assistant surgeon appointed in the (My of Mexico. 

Dr. T. J. Turpin has been appointed an acting assistant surgeon in 
the City of Mexico, at the request of Assistant Surgeon Cofer. Dr. Tur- 
pin was formerly employed as sanitary inspector for the Service at 
Laredo, Tex. 

Yellow fever reported in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. 

Dr. T. S. Scales, chairman of the quarantine board of Mobile Bay, 
writes, under date of July 3, that Dr. Thomas, at Progresso, wires on 
July 1, "One case yellow fever reported at Merida. Will advise 
later." 



